Impact of the functional neck dissection in maxillofacial surgical oncology: its role in robotic-based surgery era.
Head and neck cancers demonstrate an increased prevalence worldwide. The main therapeutic approaches are still surgery and radiotherapy, although in selective cases novel targeted therapeutic strategies based on monoclonal antibodies (ie anti-EGFR) are also applied. Concerning maxillofacial surgical oncology, a variety of methods has been developed. Among them the functional neck dissection technique seems to be a reliable and significant surgical approach, especially in removing identified cervical metastatic lymph node(s). In this technical paper, we focused on the method, its modifications adding our experience and also the challenges that arise in the modern robotic-based era regarding head and neck surgery.